
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  
April 9, 2020 – 7:30 P.M. 

Per Governor Baker’s order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. C. 30A §20, 

the meeting was held via an online Zoom Conference 

 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  Mr. Buckley, Mrs. Gallivan, Ms. Geosits, Ms. Muccini 

    Mr. Breen, Mrs. Syrek, Mrs. Denitzio 

 

ADMINISTRATION: Superintendent Bridget A. Gough, Ed.D. 

     Assistant Superintendent William R. Hahn 

     School Business Administrator Michael V. Friscia 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The School Committee meeting was called to order at 7:32 p.m. by 

School Committee Chair Buckley. 

 

DOCUMENTS PROVIDED TO SCHOOL COMMITTEE: (These documents are located in 

School Committee Files in the Superintendent’s Office) 

1. List of warrant numbers, dates and amounts 

2. Previous School Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Chairperson Buckley noted that per Governor Baker's order suspending certain provisions of the Open 

Meeting Law, G.L. c.30A sec. 20, the public will not be allowed to physically access this School 

Committee meeting. Members of the Public will be able to view this meeting on Walpole Media Cable 

Access the following day. Citizens with a question or comment should email 

mmortali@walpole.k12.ma.us. We will do our best to get back to you as soon as possible. 

All votes taken by the School Committee in a remote participation meeting are done via roll call. 

 

WALPOLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPORT: 

 

Brendan Mahoney, Walpole High School Student Representative to the School Committee, 

participated in the School Committee Meeting via Zoom and gave a report as follows:  

 

• This week, Walpole High started a new schedule of classes for students, to continue the remote 

learning initiative. These are on -hour long periods where teachers can choose to hold classes 

like normal, or they can give students work ahead of time and allow the class period to be used 

to have questions answered. There are 3 classes a day, with 15 minute breaks in between each 

period. 

• Best Buddies at the high school have been having virtual meetings to keep in touch and 

continue to spread inclusion. 

• The Random Acts of Kindness Club is organizing mask donations to hospitals in Boston. 

• The MIAA Board of Directors met last Monday to discuss the status of a Spring sports season, 

and they decided that the Spring sports season will begin on May 4th if students are back in 

school by then, and that the MIAA Tournament for each sport will be able to run until June 

28th. 

• The School Committee and Administration is always grateful to Brendan for contributing via 

Zoom and for his participation in the full meeting. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Foreign Language Curriculum Update - Lisa Osborne gave an update on the Foreign 

Language Curriculum. Mrs. Osborne noted that because of the COVID-19 pandemic a lot of things 

have been put on hold. She reported that: 

 

• Seven Walpole High School seniors will be the first group to earn the Seal of Biliteracy. The 

languages for these seniors include Spanish, French, Russian and Arabic. 

• Advanced Placement French and Spanish tests will be given remotely. These exams will be 

very challenging because they only test on the oral speaking part of the exam. It will be more 

difficult for the students without the use of the language lab and face-to-face contact. 

• This year has been the first year roll out of the Latin dual enrollment in conjunction with the 

University of Massachusetts - Boston. The students are enjoying their fourth year of Latin and 

are learning a great deal with different authors and activities. 

• Mrs. Osborne noted that it is difficult to find a college professor to facilities these dual 

enrollments. She has attempted to find them for Spanish and French but was unsuccessful. 

• Mrs. Obsorne discussed the remote learning happening. Many meetings are being held 

remotely with the middle schools and high school. Teachers are reporting that students remote 

learning attendance has been fantastic. Teachers are using a variety of remote learning tools. 

She gives these students a lot of credit. Many of these students are disappointed with the 

cancellations and they still put their best foot forward. 

• In Mrs. Osborne's words, "Hooray for Walpole Public Schools!" 

 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: 

 

Dr. Gough reported that: 

• She has been keeping up with Zoom and Google meetings. She and the Walpole Leadership 

meet weekly. 

• Dr. Gough and Principal Imbusch met virtually with the Walpole High School senior 

representatives. The meeting was to get feedback and brainstorm together regarding 

possibilities. Dr. Gough and Mr. Imbusch offered to continue to meet with the senior 

representatives weekly to listen and problem solve. 

• The weekly newsletter has been posted this morning. The newsletter contains images of home 

schooling and two video clips. One video clip is of the Walpole High School digital choir and 

the second is about Mary Kelley, an Elm Street School parent, PAC Chair and nurse at the 

Brigham and Women's Hospital. If you haven't seen the newsletter, pictures and videos, please 

click here. 

Assistant Superintendent Mr. Hahn reported that: 

• He has heard many refer to the analogy when describing the process of creating a remote 

learning plan to building a plane as you fly it. He believes using the analogy of building a 

house while you live it fits better. 

• In the very early stages the focus was on providing staff with the foundation and guidance to 

ensure they would stay connected with students and create continuity of learning that would act 

as a quick shelter for the house. This approach was proven to be very helpful when Governor 

Baker announced that all schools would be closed until May 4th. 

• While they did have to make some adjustments, the transition to long-term remote learning has 

been smooth. They have provided more guidance to staff and worked closely with the Special 
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Education staff to ensure we are developing a plan to meet the needs of all students. Mr. Hahn 

likened this next phase to framing our house and adding all the crucial resources like electric 

and plumbing that often hide behind our walls. 

• The middle schools and high schools have developed virtual learning schedules, as encouraged 

by the department of education, and communication continues with all families to engage our 

learners. 

• Our elementary school teachers are managing the multiple demands of their curriculum and 

collaborating closely with one another so our students can dive deeper into past content and 

grow as writers, readers, mathematicians, historians, and musicians to name a few. 

• As we continue to build this home, we are adjusting our plans as needed. We are listening to all 

stakeholders and doing our best to be flexible to meet the needs of our community. 

• The main reason why Mr. Hahn prefers the home analogy is because anyone who works in any 

form of construction knows that building anything requires tremendous collaboration and 

teamwork. At most job sites there are electricians, plumbers, contactors, designers, and laborers 

all who contribute to the construction. 

• Remote learning has demonstrated the importance of working with our families to educate 

children. 

• Dr. Gough and Mr. Hahn are incredibly grateful to our families who have picked up the 

hammer, helped laid the foundation, or even assisted in the design of this remote learning. This 

is a true partnership that they are grateful for. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

1. MSBA Update - Dr. Gough indicated that on April 15 the designer Request for Services (RFS) 

will be due. Next Friday, April 17, staff will participate in an educator visioning virtual workshop with 

David Stevens. The workshop will focus on 21st century teaching and learning practices and goals 

with regard to current and future educational programming and priorities. 

 

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 

 

Motion: To approve the Payroll Warrants stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated April 3, 2020. 

Moved: Mrs. Denitzio Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; 

Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

 

Motion: To approve the Accounts Payable Warrants stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated April 3, 2020. 

Moved: Mrs. Denitzio Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; 

Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

Motion: To approve the following School Committee Minutes: 

• Regular School Committee Meeting Minutes for March 26, 2020 

• Executive Session Meeting Minutes for March 26, 2020 

• Executive Session Meeting Minutes for April 2, 2020 

Moved: Ms. Muccini Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; 

Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

Motion: To approve the donations as stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated April 3, 2020. 

Moved: Mrs. Denitzio Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; 

Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0 in favor 

 

At 7:59 p.m. Mr. Buckley announced the School Committee would be entering into Executive Session 

for the purpose of potential union and non-union collective bargaining and potential contract 

negotiations.  The School Committee will not be returning to open session. 

 

Motion: To enter into Executive Session for the purpose of potential union and non-

union collective bargaining and potential contract negotiations 

Moved: Ms. Muccini Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley: Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes; Ms. Muccini:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; 

Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; Mr. Breen:  Yes; Mrs. Syrek:  Yes 

    Vote: 7-0-0, in favor 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m.  The next regular School Committee meeting is scheduled via Zoom 

for Thursday, April 30, 2020. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Nancy Gallivan, Vice Chairman 


